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GREG BARR
AUSTIN BUSINESS JOURNAL
MANAGING EDITOR

Greg Barr is Managing Editor of Austin Business Journal, 
responsible for the day-to-day operations of the newsroom’s 
online and print coverage, including the weekly paper’s Venture 
section aimed at startups and entrepreneurs. He joined ABJ in 
August 2013 after seven years with Houston Business Journal, 
where he held several positions, from senior reporter to managing 
editor. A native of Canada, he worked at large metro dailies and 
weeklies in that countweeklies in that country and won a national science writing award 
before moving to Texas.

ERIK DAY
DELL
VICE PRESIDENT & GM
NORTH AMERICA 
SMALL BUSINESS 

Erik Day is Vice President & GM, North America Small Business at 
Dell, and is a 17-year veteran of the company. Erik is passionate 
about helping small businesses grow and thrive. He recognizes 
that small businesses are the engines that help economies grow. 
Along with his passion for superior technology, Erik intends to 
empower businesses to work faster, smarter, and better. Erik is an 
avid tennis player and loves spending time in North Michigan on 
ththe lake with his husband Craig and their two Samoyeds, Chester 
and Chase.

HUGH FORREST
SXSW 
CHIEF PROGRAMMING 
OFFICER

Hugh Forrest serves as Chief Programming Officer for South by 
Southwest (SXSW). Forrest was named "Austinite of the Year" in 
2012 by the Austin Chamber of Commerce (along with fellow 
SXSW Directors Roland Swenson, Louis Black and Nick Barbaro). 
In 2014, Forrest and these other SXSW Directors were named 
Austin Entrepreneurs of the Year by Ernst & Young. In addition to 
his work at SXSW, he has previously served on the National 
AdvisoAdvisory Board for the Poynter Institute in St. Petersburg, Florida. 
He is currently part of the Board of Directors fotr Austin Habitat for 
Humanity, as well as a trustee for the Austin Awesome Foundation.
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CHRIS WALLACE
TEXAS ASSOCIATION 
OF BUSINESS
PRESIDENT

Chris Wallace, IOM, CCE is President of the Texas Association of 
Business, the state chamber of commerce.  In this role, he 
manages TAB’s statewide team responsible for strategy, 
operations, membership/marketing, as well as board and 
chamber relations.  Prior to joining the TAB team, Wallace was 
the President/CEO of the Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber, 
the third largest chamber of commerce in North Texas and the first 
national Fivnational Five-Star Accredited Chamber in Texas. He also 
managed the Irving Economic Development Partnership.

MELLIE PRICE
CAPITAL FACTORY 
DIRECTOR OF DIVERSITY 
AND INCLUSION

Mellie Price, a 25 year Austinite, is an experienced investor, 
executive, fund manager, technologist, and eight-time 
entrepreneur with a range of business experience from small 
private sector to a large publicly traded organization. She has 
created and managed both organic and explosive growth 
scenarios for variety of organizations, and is passionate about 
leveraging that experience to help transform healthcare. She is a 
co-founder of tco-founder of the nationally recognized startup accelerator 
program and entrepreneurial hub, Capital Factory, and also 
serves as its Director of Diversity and Inclusion. 

CHRIS PLONSKY
UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS 
DIRECTOR OF WOMEN’S 
ATHLETICS

Chris Plonsky has worked in college athletics since 1976 and is in 
her 28th year at The University of Texas. Since 2001, she has 
served as UT's third women's athletics director, and since 1993, 
she has supervised men's and women's athletics revenue 
generation areas in sponsorships, tv/radio, brand development 
and trademark licensing. She and men's AD Mike Perrin have 
co-reports from Texas Athletics supervisors in student 
seservices/academics, sports medicine/athletic training, and 
compliance/risk management. 

EDGAR 
GIERBOLINI
AUSTIN GAY & LESBIAN 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
PRESIDENT AND CEO

An expressive relationship builder focused on pursuing economic 
equality for the LGBTQ community, Edgar has over 15 years of 
experience in nonprofit management.  Born and raised in Puerto 
Rico, Edgar has called Austin home for 25 years. A large part of 
his career was spent in Austin and also traveling as part of a 
national task force in the hospitality industry.  After serving on the 
Austin Gay & Lesbian Chamber of Commerce board of directors 
for many yeafor many years and as its Chair for three, Edgar was chosen as 
President and CEO in October 2016.  


